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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 5186 
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TAGS: PFOR, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS BY AL OFFICIAL CONCERNING COLOMBO NONALIGNED 
CONFERENCE 

1 . EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL IN AL SECGEN RIAD'S OFFICE TOLD EMBOFF 
APRIL 15 THAT GOE WATCHING WITH CONSIDERABLE APPREHENSION SYRIAN 
EFFORTS TO OBTAIN ANTI-SINAI II DECLARATION AT COLOMBO NONALIGNED 
SUMMIT. HE SAID PERMANENT NONALIGNED WORKING GROUP IN NEW 
YORK HAS AGREED TO CONSIDER SYRIAN TEXT ON ME SITUATION FOR 
PRESENTATION TO CONFERENCE. NEW YORK PERMANENT WORKING GROUP 
HAS RECOMMENDED THAT ARAB STATES GET TOGETHER PRIOR TO ALGIERS 
FOREIGN MINISTERS' PREPARATORY CONFERENCE IN JUNE TO AGREE ON 
UNIFIED POSITION CONCERNING DECLARATIONS ON MIDDLE EASTERN 
AFFAIRS. MEETING AMONG ARAB NONALIGNED STATES SCHEDULED 
TO BE CONDUCTED IN CAIRO AT AL PERMREP LEVEL STARTING APRIL 17. 
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IN MAY PRIOR TO ALGIERS FOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE. EGYPTIANS 
REPORTEDLY FEELING VERY DEFENSIVE IN FACE OF SYRIAN AND IRAQI 
EFFORTS TO CRITICIZE SADAT'S POLICY IN NONALIGNED FORUMS. 

IN ADDITION, ARAB RADICALS APPARENTLY BELIEVE THAT EGYPTIANS 
PULLED FAST ONE AT LIMA 1975 NONALIGNED SUMMIT TO BLOCK DISCUSSION 
OF EXPULSION OF ISRAEL FROM UN AND RADICALS HOPE TO PIN EGYPT 
DOWN IN ADVANCE TO A COMMON ARAB POSITION BEFORE ALGIERS 
AND COLOMBO CONFERENCES. 

2. COMMENT: EGYPTIAN AL OFFICIAL IS NASSERIST AND CRITICAL 
OF RECENT FOREIGN POLICIES OF PRESIDENT SADAT. HE ARGUED THAT 
SADAT'S ATTACKS ON SOVIETS, ABROGATION OF FRIENDSHIP TREATY, 

AND GENERAL RAPPROACHMENT WITH USG REDUCING EGYPTIAN LEADERSHIP 
ROLE IN ARAB WORLD. HIS COMMENTS CONCERNING RADICAL ARAB 
MACHINATIONS TO PIN EGYPT DOWN TO COMMON ARAB STAND IN NONALIGNED 
FORUMS WAS MEANT AS ILLUSTRATION OF RECENT ABDICATION OF EGYPTIAN 
LEADERSHIP POSITION IN ARAB AND NONALIGNED RANKS. 
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